
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE I-AST DAYS AT MOUNT VERNON.

J'rom 'hi ( ttxtix Recollection* and Private Memoirs
<J the Life aml Character of Washinytoit.

I ho year 17^9 was in its last month; Wasii-
1NUTOX had nearly completed his sixty-eighth year;
the century was last drawing to a close, and with it
this great man's life. Vet the u winter" of his age
bad shed its snows " so kimlly" upon hiui as to
mellow without impairing his faculties, both physical and
mental, and to give l'uir promise of additional length of
days.

Nor was Washington unmindful of the sure progress
of time, and of Lis liability to he called at any moment to
" that bourne from which no traveller returns." lie had
for years kept u will by him, and after mature reflection
had so disposed of his large property as to be satisfactory
to himself an l to the many who were so fortunate and

happy as to share in his testamentary remembrance.
The last days, like those that preceded them in the

course of a long and a well-spent life, were devoted to

constant nnd useful employment. After the active exer-

cise of the morning in attention to agriculture and rural
affairs, in the evening came the pn.st bap, loaded with
letters, papers, and pamphlets. His correspondence both
a; home and abroad was immense; yet was it promptly
an J fully replied to. No letter was unanswered. One of
the best bred men of his time, Washington deemed it a

grave offence against the rules of good manners and pro- !
priety to leave letters unanswered. He wrote with great
facility, and it would be a difficult matter to tind another,
who had written so much, who has written so well. His

epistolary writings will descend to posterity as models of

g >od taste, as well as developing superior powers of mind.
General He.nby Lick once observed to the ehief, "We are
u Dazed, air, at the vast amount of work that you accom-

p .sh.' Washington replied, "Sir, I rise at four o'clock,
an l a great deal of my work is done while others are

a.Meep,"
So punctual .1 man delighted in always having about

him a good timekeeper. In Philadelphia the first Presi¬
dent regularly walked up to his watchmaker's (Clarke, in
Second -treet) to compare his watch with the regulator.
At Mount Vernon the active yet always punctual farmer

invariably consulted the dial when returning fr«.iu his

morning ride and before entering hi« iiou^e.

The affairs of the household took order from the master's
accurare and methodical arrangement of time. Even the
fisher;.1 ai on the river watched for the cook's signal when
to pull in shore, so as to deliver his scaly products in
time for dinner.
The establishment of Mount Vernon employed a per¬

fect aruiy of servants ; yet to each one was assigned cer¬

tain special duties, and these were required to be strictly
performc 1. Upon the exten.-ive estate there was rigid
discipline, without severity. There could be no confusion
where All was order: and the affairs of this vast concern,
embracing thousands of acres ami hundreds ofdependants,
¦were MJirlu -ted with as much ease, method, and regularity
as the affairs of an ordinary homestead.

Mrs. Wa-uington, an accomplished Virginia housewife
of the olden time, gave her constant attention to all mat¬

ters of her domestic household, and bv her skill and su-

perior management greatly contributed to the comfort- j
able reception and entertainment of the crowds of guests
always to be.found in the hospitable mansion of Mount
Vernon.

Invariably-neat and clean in his person, with clothes of
the old-fashioned cut, but made of the best materials,
Washington required less waiting upon than any man of
Lis age and condition in the world. A single bodv ser¬

vant attended in his room to brush his clothes, comb and
tie his hair, (become very thin iu his last days, worn in
the ol 1-f.ishiondd queue, and rarely with powder.) rind to

arrange the materials of his toilet. This toilet he made him-
se.'f, in the simplest and most expeditious manner, giving
the least possible amouutofhis precious time to any thing
relative to his person. When rising at four o'clock he
lighted his own handles, made up his tire, and went dili¬
gently to work, without disturbing the slumbers of his
numerous household.

In the last days at M'.unt Vernon, desirous of riding
pleasantly, the General procured fr>>m the North two

horses of th^ Sarragansett breed, celebrated as saddle
horses. They wire well to look at, and were pleasantlv
g tiled under the saddle, but were scary, and therefore
unfitted for the service of one who liked to ride quietly
on his farm, occasionally dismounting and walking in his
fields to inspect his improvements. Froin'one of these
liorses the General sustained a heavy fall, probably the ?

only full he ever had from a horse in his life. It wus in
November, late In the evening. The General, accompanied
by Major Lewis, Mr. I'eake, (a gentleman residing iu the
neighborhood,) the Author of the Recollections, and a

gr >om, were returning from Alexandria to Mount Vernon.
Having halted for n few moments, the General dismount¬
ed, and upon rising in hi* stirrup again the Narragansett,
alarmed at the glare from a fire near the road-tide, sprang
from under his rider, who came heavily to the ground.
OuMaddlee were empty in an instant, and we rushed up
to give our assistance, fearing he was hurt; it was un¬

necessary. The vigorous old man was upon his feet again,
brushing the du«-t from his clothes; and, after thanking
us for our prompt assietance, observed that he was not

huri, that be had had a very complete tumble, and that
it was owing to a cause that nohoraeman could well'avoid
or control; that he wus only poised iu his stirrup, and
had not yet gained his saddle when the scary animal

sprang from under him. Meantime all of our horses had

g >ne off at full speed. It was night, and over four miles
wtrre to be won ere we could reach our destination. The
Chief observed that, as onr horses had disappeared, it

only remained for us to take it-on foot, and with manly
etiides led the way. We had proceeded but a short dis- .

tance on our march, as dismounted cavaliers, when our

horse* hove in sight. Happily for us some of the ser-

Tants of Mr. l'eake, whose plantation was hard by, in re¬

turning home from their labor, encountered our flying
steeds, capture 1 them, and brought them to us. We
were speedily remouuted, and *oon the lights at Mount
Vernon were seen glimmering in the distance.

I'pon Washington's first retirement in 17## he became
convinced of the defective nature of the working animals

401:~7?culture 01 Southern States, and !

Bi t about remedying the evil by the introduction of inule»
instead of horses, the mule being found to live longer, be

les-* liable to diseases, require less food, and iu every
ret'e t to be more serviceable and economical than the

horse in the agricultural labor of the Southern States.

Up to 1783 scarcely any mules were to be found in the
American Confederation; a few had been imported from

the West Indies, but they were of diminutive sire and of
little value. So soon as the views on this subject of the

illustrious farmer of Mount Vernon were known abroad,
he received a present from the King of Spain of a jack
and two jennies, selected from the royal stud at Madrid.

Thejack, called the Royal Gift, was sixteen hands high,
cf a grey color, heavily made, and of a sluggish disposi¬
tion. At the same time the Marquis de Lafayette sent out

a jack and jennies from the Island of Malta ; this jack,
called the Knight of Malta, was a superb animal, black
color, with the form of a stag and the ferocity of a tiger.
"Washington availed himself of the best qualities of the
two jaek* by crossing the breeds, and hence obtained a

favorite jack, called Compound, which animal united the
aiie and strength of the Oift with the high courage and

activity of the Knight. The jack" arrived at Mount Ver¬
non, if we mistake not, early in I7H*. The General bred
some very superior mules from his coach mares, sending
them from Philadelphia for the purpose. In a few years
the estate of Mount Vernon became stocked with mules
of a superior order, ri^ng to the height of sixteen hands,
and of graat power and usefulness, one wagon team of
four mules selling at the sale of the General's effects for

eight hundred dollar*.
In no portion of Washington's various labors atd im¬

provements in agriculture was he so particularly entitled
to be hailed as a public benefactor as in the introduction
cf mules in farming labor, those animals being at this

time almost exclusively used for farming purpose* id the
Southern Suites.
The General of the Armies of the Ln.ted states was

much aided In the discharge of the duties of commander-
in-chief by Col. Lear, his military secretary. After the
organization of his last army in 1798 the genera -in-chief
entrusted the details of the service more especially to the
known ability and long-tried experience of Major Generals
Hamilton and l'inckney ; still reports were made to and
orders issued from headquarters, Mount Vernon. The
last array of the Chief was composed of military materials
of the very first order. All of the general officers, and
nearly all the field, were composed of revolutionary,
including the illustrious names of Hamilton, l'inckney,
..d William Washington; while in the provisional or army
of reserve were Howard, Harry Lee, and other*, the history
of whose martial renown was to be found on the brightest
juices uf our revolutionary annals; so that, had the threat-
cued invasion occurred, we may venture to say that the
elite of Europe would have encountered in America an

army every way worthy of their swords, and prepared to

uphold and perpetuate the heroic fame of America's old
battle day.

It pleased Providence to permit the beloved W aslungton
to live to witness the fruition of his mighty labors in the
cause of his country and mankind, while his success in

tJie calm and honored pursuits of agriculture and rural
affairs was grateful to his heart, and shed the most be¬
nign and happy influences upon the last days at Mount
Vernon.

. The Revolutionary Tj> tt< r.

Camp skar Whits Plains, 1778.
Dear Ci'stis : I thank you for your cordial and affec¬

tionate congratulations upon our late success at Mon¬
mouth, and the arrival of the French fleet at Ae llook.
The first 1 think, might have been a glorious day it mat-
ters had 'begun well in the morning; but as the court mar¬

tial, which has been sitting upwards ot a mouth for the
trial of Gen. Lee, is not yet over, 1 do not choose to say
any thing on the subject further than that there evidently
appeared a capital blunder or something else somewhere.
The truth. His to be hopeJ, will come out alter so loug an

Tf'tthadnofbeen for the long passage of the French
tlect which prevented their arrival till after the evacuation
of Philadelphia, or the shallowness of the water at the
entrance of the harbor of New York, which prevented
tln-ir getting in there, one of the greatest strokes migW
lmve been aimed thut ever was, and if successful, which
1 think would have been reduced to a moral certainty,
the ruin of Great Britain must have followed, as both
arinv and fleet must undoubtedly hu*« MU-n.

Count d Ebtain, with his squadron, are now at Rhode
Island, to which place I have detached troops, and hope
soon to hear of wmc favorable adventure there, as au at-

tempt will be made upon the enemy at that place.
After the battle of Monmouth 1 marched lor this place,

where I have been encamped more than a fortuight. >e

cut off by the present position of the army all land sup¬
plies to the city of New York. I had the best reasons to
believe that the troops there were suffering greatly for
want of provisions, but the French fleet leaving the Hook
opens a door to the sea, through which no doubt they
will endeavor to avil themselves.

(Jive my love to Nelly, Col. Bassett and friends, and be
assured 1 am, with sincere regard and afftM-iion youi-,

G°. WASHINGTON.
To John Parke Ci stis, Esq.

New Keut couuty, Virginia.
Thl Paternal L'tter.

PlllLAKKLl'HIA, jANL'AttV 11, 11 J'7.
Dkar Washington : I hasten to acknowledge the re¬

ceipt of your letter of the 7th instant, but which did not
-et to my hand till yesterday, and to express to you the
sincere pleasure I feel in finding that I had interpreted
some parts of your letters erroneously.
As you have the best and most unequivocal evidence

the case is susceptible of that I have no other object in
view by extending my cares and advice to you than what
will redound to your future respectability, honor, and
future happiness in life, so be assured that while you
five me reason to expect a ready submission to my coun¬

sels, and while 1 hear that you are diligent in pursuing
the means that arc to acquire these advantages, it will
afford me infinite gratification.
Your last letter, replete with assurances of tlus nature,

1 place entire confidence in : they have removed all the
doubts expressed in my last letter to you, aud, let me re-

peat it again, "have conveyed very pleasing sensations to
my mind.

'it was not my wish to check your correspondences-
very far from it ; for with proper characters.and none

surely can be more desirable than Dr. >Stuart and Mr.
Lear.and on proper subjects, it will give ynu a habit of
expressing your ideas upon all occasions with facility and
correctness.

, iI meant no more by telling von we should be contented
with hearing from you once a week than that these cor¬

respondences were not to be considered as an injunction
or nn imposition, thereby interfering with your studies
or con.-erns of a more important nature. So far am I
from discountenancing writing of any kind, except on the
principle above mentioned, that 1 should be pleased to jhear and you yourself ini?ht derive advantages from a
short diary recorded in a hook of the occurrences which
huppeu to you, or within your sphere. Trifling as this
may appear at first view, it may become an introduction
to "more interesting matters. At any rate, by carefully
preserving these, it would give you more satisfaction in
a retrospective view than what you may conce'ne at
present.

Another thing 1 would recommend to you.not that l
want to know how you spend your money.and that is,
to keep an account book and enter therein every farthing
of your receipts and expenditures, the doing of which
wiH initiate you into a habit from wl^ch considerable ad¬
vantages would result. Where no account of this sort is
kept there can be no investigation, no correction of errors,
no discovery, from a recurrence thereto, where too much
or too little has been appropriated to particular uses.
From an early attention to these matters important and
lasting benefits may follow,
W e arc all well, and all unite in best wishes for you,

and with sincere affection, 1 am always yours,
G°. WASHINGTON.

Mr. G. Wamiisuton P. Cvstis.

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.
Both Houses of the Legislature of Virginia have found

it necessary to rescind a resolution heretofore passed pro¬
viding for a final adjournment on the 2"»th instant, the
condition of the business before them not allowing of an

adjournment at so early a day.
The following amongst other bills were passed by the

Senate towards the close of last week :

To incorporate the Western l'ort and Alexandria Rail¬
road Company.
To incorporate the Wurren aud Hampshire Coal Mine

Railroad Company.
To incorporate the Alexandria Flour Mill Company.
To incorporate the Southwestern Virginia Mining and

Manufacturing Company.
To authorixe the Hoard of Public Work* to make an

additional subscription to the Weston aud Fairmont Turn¬
pike Company.
To incorporate the Carbonwell Cannel Coal < ompany.
To Incorporate the Mount Carbon Mining Company.
To incorporate the Old Dominion Manufacturing Com-

P*To amend the charter of the I'ppervillc and Manassas
C,ap Plank Road Company.
The House of Delegates passed. *
A bill amending, an act to incorporate the Lunenburg

Plank Road Company, with a three-fifths subscription of
fifty thousand dollars.
A bill to incorporate the Fredericksburg and Gordons-

ville Railroad, with a three-fifths subscription of four
hundred and sixty thousand dollars.
A bill to increase the capital stock of the Rockingham

Turnpike Company fifty thousand dollars, and to provide
for a three-fifths subscription of such increase.
A bill authorizing a loan of $'»40,0<K) by the State to

the James ltiver and Kanawha Company to continue the
Canal to some point at or near Covington or Clifton frorge,
in Alleghany county, and to complete the tide-water
connexion.

.

AfSTBALiA..The New York Express publishes a list
of the wages paid to workmen at Sidney, Australia, at
the latest dates. The prices range for mechanics from

to JJtl. "»0 per day ; brickmakers command the high¬
est ^remuneration, ^4.50 to per day; and draymen,
who reccivc $2.50 to are next. This shows that
an erroneous impression has prevailed in raising the rates
of Australian compensation to the California rule. 1 he
wages paid to the several trades are indeed, on an average,
not much in advance of those that* are now paid in our

own cities. The prices of provisions there are not, how¬
ever, near so high as in California. In one respect, the
Express remarks, Australia will have the advantage of
California. It it one of the finest agricultural countries
in the world, and when it has the requisite population to

develop Its resources will be able to feed itself. Mean¬
while it is drawing largely on England and the United
States, and will probably continue to do so for some years
to come.

SPEECH OF Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON,
OF TKNNEsSXKf'

On the " Art amendatory of r.xi*tin<j laics rdutiv
*. the half-dollar, the quarItr-dollar, the dime, ami tl<
half-ditni."
*

House or IUfemmtativm, F«brcaky2, 1853.
Mr JOHNSON said : Mr. Speaker, the bill now uude

consideration is one which, according to my understand
ine of it, I am decidedly opposed to. It is not uiy pur*

t0 anply epithets to it, or to make use of laugtiag<
with reiraru to it which would not be exactly suitable t<
the discussion of the subjects here. But I look upon i

as the merest quackery.as the veriest charlatunism.s<
f r as the currency of the country is concerned. The idci
of (Jointress fixing the value of currency is an absurdity
notwithstanding the language of U.e Constitution-notth<
meaning <)t' it. The Constitution of the .United States de
elares that Congress shall have power "to coin money
regulate the value thereof, and of foreigu coin, and fix th<
standard of weights and measures."
What was the object of putting that provision in tin

^Hh-' when the Constitution was framed each one of th<
Colonies had the power to coin Us own tooney, and .there
would consequently, have been coins of a different kind.
The power was, therefore, conferred upon the General
Government to coin money. And for what purpose ? Foi
the express purpose of making the coins uniform. The
express purpose was to furnish coins which should be un¬
derstood in all the States to contain so much metal. The
irre-U object was to have a uniform currency.a coin that
wa« uniform iu its value. Well, what is it proposed to do
now * What is to bo the uniform value of the coin? It
is uot the mere fact of Congress coiniug a piece of money,
and stamping " five dollars" upon it, that fiiea the value.
But they can stamp it, and, in fixing that stamp, say to
the country and to the commercial world, that it contains
so'much standard silver or standard^'old.the standard
being agreed upon and fixed before the coin is made.and
that is all that it can do.

If we go back to the year 1834 we find that the stand¬
ard of crold at that period was nine hundred pars pure
cold whilst the other one hundred parts were Uall silver
and half copper. Those put together made whit was
called standard gold. Prior to the year 1834 vur five
dollar l-icces contained of this standard gold two hun-XUlUnt, grain, Well, -In., dU
trading community, to the commercial woild It sai.t,
.. Here is a piece of metul bearing the impress of the Gov¬
ernment upon it, purporting to be five dollars, but con¬
taining two hundred aud seventy grums of staudard gold.
The community understood its value. Congress did not
fix the value. Congress merely stamped up^ it bow
much gold it actually contained It.. Vlu* myventional thing be agreed upon by tttr p:artus. inis
remained the standard of gold up to 1W4 1 J^t in that
ye«r we took it into our heads that we WOuM egisla
upon currency, and fix the value of it: and
,lo ? We passed a biw changing the number ol.graius in

five dollar piece from two hundred and seventy to two
hundred and fifty-eight-making it twelve grains less
What was the idea advanced to the public by that.
idea was, that by reducing the number of grains m a live
dollar piece you made it worth less than the British coins
that you occasionally had in the country. NV'aat has been
the effect? Why, when you go into the market *JthAmerican gold pieces containing two hundr&l and lifty-
eight grains instead of two hundred and !5eventy they
charge you nine per cent, premium.which is the differ-
encebetween it and the British sovereign, and then it
2oes for just what it did before.

Notwithstanding the nominal change, ttievahc has not
been affected, for when it is brought into contact with
other coins you must give that premium before you can
shin it or get bills of exchange. Well, what do vou gain
by thatv Why, it bus led oue step towards violating the
very object intended by the Government I The goll coined
prior to 1834 is sold for a premium. Look at the ex¬
changes and prices-current, and you will find tiat it is
so. The object of the Constitution was to have tie coins
uniform.so that each piece should represent acerta n
amount of gold or silver, and pass throughout the coun¬
try and in the commercial world for what it was iitended
to be. The law of 1834 defeats that object. As the law
now stands, our standard silver is nine hundred pars pure
silver'and one hundred parts copper. Ihc ilollai piece
contains four hundred and twelve grains and a Inlf of
standard silver. The community and the commercialworld understand what the American dollar coutaiis, an l
it passes for just what it does contain.
Now, what is the proposition brought forward hi this

bill? Why, it*is to reduce this dollar of four hundred
and twelve" grains down to three hundred and eiglrty-six
grains. You propose to make a discount of about seven
i»er cent, and a fraction. That is what you propose to do.
The result will be that you will make another kind of
coin and another kind of currency in the country, lltje
is one half dollar containing one hundred and ninety-twograins of standard silver, and here is another Containing
two hundred and six and a quarter grains. Well, wlnt is
the object? what is to be gained by it? You propose to
make a half dollar coin, containing fourteen grams less
than that now in use, a teuder to be received in payment
of duties into the Treasury of the United States. Do you
not see how we are depreciating the value of the currency
of the country ? Y'ou will thwi have two descriptions of
gold coin, and you will have three descriptions of sil ver;
for you propose also to change the composition of the
tbree cent pieces. You now have a coin with a certain
proportion of alloy, and you propose to change the stand¬
ard, aud give it another proportion. Thus there wi.l be
one description of silver coin containing one-fourth cop¬
per ; another containing so many grains of standard sil¬
ver and still another containing a different number of
grains of standard silver. Is it not apparent that by this
mode of legislation you defeaUhe very object contemplat¬
ed by the Constitution.a uniform cdrrency throughout
the Union ? Sir, I am opposed to this tinkering with the
currency of the country.this charlatanism.without un¬

derstanding the subject upon which we propose to le¬
gislate.

. r _Mr Di XHAM. If the gentleman will permit me. I pro¬
pose to change the standard of the three cent pieces, for
the purpose of bringing them back to the unitorm stand¬
ard of other silver coin. When it was originally pr< posed
to coin these three-cent pieces for use, a bill was drawn
up providing that they should be coined entirely out of
the depreciated Spanish coin. Tuis depreciated Spanish
coin was only to be received at the Mint for the purposeof their manufacture. During the last session, however,
when the bill changing the rates of postage came up, the
Post Office Committee in the Senate, for the purpose of
meeting the necessities which would arise from the pas¬
sage of that bill, took out of a former bill a single sectiou,
providing for the number of grnins of silver in the three-
cent piece, and for the amount of alloy, without the re¬
striction that it should be manufactured exclusively out
of the Spanish coin, and put it into that post office hill,
and it passed in that shape. This is another instance of
changing the currency of the country without understand¬
ing the principle upon which the change is ma le. The
consequence was, that the object originally intended byauthorizing the coinage of these three-ccnt pieces was not
accomplished.

Now,v wc propose, or at least I propose, to bung this
species of coin back to the uuiforin standard adopted for
the other silver coin.

Mr. Johssos. What the gentleman has said does not
change the position I assume. The principle I an eon-
tending for, and with which I set out, is, thatthis tinker-
iug with and changing the coin of the country, by varying
the size and quantity of silver iu that coin, is a violation
of the spirit, if not of the letter, of the Constitution. So
far as Congress is concerned, it cannot affect the value of
the coin iu the country. Congress cannot regulate the
value of the coin. It may place a stamp upon it, and that
stamp may indicate that it contains a certain number of
grains of go'-J or silver; but that is all the Government
can do, and all that the Constitution designed it should
do. The design of the Constitution was, that you should
make a coin of uniform value : but you propose to disre¬
gard that, and make a currency of unequal values, and
thus render its condition more intolerable than it was
when each of the several States of the Union manufac¬
tured a currency for itself.

Mr. Skrlton. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ten¬
nessee a question. He says we are tinkering with the
currency of the country. Now, he will bear in mind that
there is a difficulty, a practical difficulty, under which the
country is now laboring. In consequence of the increased
Atnount of gold in circulation, its value has decreased ;
and in consequence of the increased <lifference between
the relative value of gold and silver, the gold has nearly
driven the silver out of circulation. The question, there-
fore, for ns to determine is, how we can be supplied with
this silver currency for circulation ?
Sow, there are two methods by which we can accom¬

plish this object. One is to increase the value of the sil¬
ver currency, ami the other is to le-"«en the value of the
gold currency. These are the remedies, one of which, l
think must "be adopted. Now, I a-k the gentleman from
Tennessee what remedy he proposes for the difficulty
under which the country is laboring ?

Mr. Johnson. I will come to that, if the gentleman
will allow me to go on.

Mr. Skklton. I am not tenacious as to what remeuy,
so that we may have a remedy, to supply ihe commercial
wants of the country with a currency. What means doe'
the gentleman propose by which wc may have a silver
currency in the country for the purposes of change T II
the gentleman has so much abhorrence to charlatanism,
I hope he will propose some remedy by which these diffi¬
culties may be obviated.
Mr Johnson. I have given way to the gentleman not

only to ask a good many questions, hut have given him
time to answer them, which witi save me the trouble ol

answering them myself. But if the gentleman had allowec
me to go on, 1 should have come to the joints to whicb
he alludes directly. '

Hut to raturn to the poiut with which I set out. Tht
bill before the House assumes that while your presentdollar contains four hundred uud twelve and a half grainsof staudard silver, you can, by law, make another con¬
taining only three hundred uud eighty-six grains, worth
just as inuch as the other. Now, if you will take the
pains to subtract the amount of standard silver contained
in one from that contained in the other, you will find thai
one contains about seven cents more than the other. II
we can then by law reduce the present standard seven
per cent, and make the value of the reduced standard
equal to the other, 1 ask the House and the country it
the philosopher's stone has not been discovered? If we
can by law make one hundred and seven dollars out of
one hundred dollars, we can, by the same process, make
it worth one hundred and fifty dollars. Why, sir, of all
the problems that have come up for solution, from the
tune of the alchemists down to the present time, none
can compare with that solved by this modern Amcricau
Congress. They alone have discovered that they can

T'ii mouey . they can make one hundred and sevendollars out of one hundred dollars. If they can increase
it to that extent, they can go on and increase it to infini¬
ty; and thus, by the operations of the mints, can the
Government supply its own revenues. The great difficul¬
ty with mankind is solved ; the idea that so much moneyis wanted all over the world is at length at an end. The
problein is at last solved. This Congress, iu the pleni¬tude of its power, in its wisdom, can, whenever it chooses,by a single stroke of legislation, change the currency of
the country into any amount desirable.

Sir, I repeat again that this is all quackery. Let us
see how this thing will work in practice. Here is a dol¬
lar. Do you talk about fixing the value of that? It is
an absurdity. A man lias a dollar to-day containing four
hundred and twelve-and-a-half grains of silver. He goesinto market and purchases a bushel of corn, containing
so much nutriment, indispensable to the existence of man.
'io-morrow he agaiu goes into market, but cannot get
more than half a bushel for his dollar. Now, where is
the power to fix the value of that dollar? Do you not sec
that it is with the commercial world ? Do you not see
that the natural laws which regulate commerce determine
the value? Do you not see that it is a thing to be agreed
upon between parties and between nations dealing in the
commodity we call money ?
How will this plan work practically ? Here ij one cur¬

rency iy which a dollar contains four hundred ibftTTwelve
grains of standard silver, aud here is another in which thedollar contains twenty-eight grains of silver less. Do younot see that a man who has one of these coins of four hun¬
dred and twelv* grains iu his pocket is worth aev<»r.
more than another man who has one of the other coins in
his? It makes a decided difference. The commercial
world will take these coins for what they arc intrinsically
worth, and not for what the legal stump represents them
to be worth. Such will be the practical beiring of the
whole system of coinage proposed. But I see the bill, if
it is not altered by amendment, provides that these new
coins are to be received in payment of all debts below five
dollars. The Secretary of the Treasury proposes ten
dollars.

Mr. Dcniiam. The amendments which the Committee
on Ways and .Means propose strikeout that provision and
insert a simple provision that these coins shall be received
in payment of all dues of the United States. But the is¬
sue of this coin is left entirely under the control of the
Secretary of the Treasury, so that if more should be issued
than the necessities of the country require it would come
back again into the Treasury, and the further issue woul;l
be suspended. -

Mr. Johnson. Now see the effect of the gentleman's
argument. What is it? Here is one species of silver
coin which is to be a tender in payment of debts, and
here is another which is only receivable in payment of
the public dues.

Mr. Dunham. I clioull like to ask the gentleman one

question.
Mr. Johnson*. I cannot afford to allow the gentleman

to consume more of my time. This bill, if adopted at
once by law, brings ab5ut two currencies, one worth more
than the other. Why, the thing of which we complain
more than auy thing else, in connexion with the currency
of the country, is the prevalence of. a paper circulation
which drives the silver out of circulation. Now, suppose
this bill passes, aud one man owes the Government a debt
and another owes an individual a dvbt. The man tflio
owes the Government will be obliged to pay seven per
cent, less than the one who owes the individual. This is
the worst sort of shinpluster legislation.
Now, let us turn to this provision of the constitution

again. It says that "Congress -hall have power to coin
money and regulate the value thereof." All this relates
to what I have been speaking about. But what else shall
Congress do? It shall fix the standard of weights and
measures. I repeat, it shall regulate the value so far as
the coin is concernedt aud shall fix the standard of weights
and measures. HoV. fix the standard of weights and
measures? Are we to infer from this that they are to fix
the precise amount the parties shall receive for the grain
or commodity which is to be measured ? Not at all. What
is your standard bushel ? We find that your standard
half-bushel contains 1,752 cubic inches. Well, sir, corn
becomes a little scarce," or wheat becomes a little scarce,
aud we, by legislation, change the standard, and say that
half a bushel shall contain 750 inches less than it did
(?efore. What is the effect ? Will the man who wiuits to
buy wheat give as much for a half bushel which contains
1,000 square inches as he would for one containing 1,750?
Certainly not. Vet this is precisely the position you as¬
sume in relation to the currency of the country. You
assume to fix the price while you measure the quantity
of silver to be placed in a coin.
And if you go into the market with one dollar contain¬

ing four hundred and twelve anil a half grains, and an-
other with only three hundred and eighty-six grains, the j
dollar which has the most -ilver in it will sell for the
most, and the dollar which has the least will sell for the
least.
Now, let us sec how this bill will operate. Sometimes

we talk about retrospective laws. I am no lawyer, and
do not assume to be ; but I may refer to such plain legal
topics without any extraordinary assumption of legal
knowledge, for these things come within the range of all
our observation and c omprehension. Sometimes, I say,
we talk about retrospective laws, which impair the obli-
gation of contracts. Now, let us sec if this bill is liable
to that objection. For instance, we make a contract n"w,
with the standard of gold and silver fixed, involving an
amount of say $000, with the understanding that the
silver dollar contains four hundred twelve and a half
grains of standard silver. After the contract is made, a

law is passed creating a currency worth seven per cei*.
less than the old one, and which shall bo taken in pay¬
ment of Government dues. What does the debtor do?
He provides himself with this currency, worth seven per
cent, less than the currency in which he contracted his
debt, and pays his debt with it, and in that operation
pays his $000 with $405. Is not an act thus operating
retrospective in its character, and does it not impair the
obligation of contracts? Is not that legislation retrospec-
tive which passes a law by which a man may be compel¬
led to receive less, intrinsically, for his debt than ho con¬
tracted to receive ? He contracted to receive so much
standard silver, and we propose to compel him to take
seven per cent. less. Such is the effect of this bill. You
make the coin a tender in payment of debts. In what
difficulty do you thus find yourself? You cither depre¬
ciate your currency, and compel a man to take it for more
than it is worth, or you leave it as it is. Take cither horn
of the dilemma, and there are one or two consequences
which must follow. If you make this coin a tender in
payment of debts, you impair the obligation of contracts ;
and if you do not, you have one currency of a higher and
one of a lower grade.
But there is on erroneous idea pervading the commu¬

nity as to the relative value of gold and silver, and that in
consequence of the change in that relative value, by the
great influx of gold, we must make a change in our coins.
The old idea was, that this relative value was about six¬
teen to one.it varies a fraction from that, but I speak in
round numbers.that is, that there is about sixteen times
as much silver in existence as there is gold, and that,
therefore, a sixteenth part of a certain amount of gold
will answer the same purposes in commerce a* sixteen
times that amount of silver. We all understand that.
Now, what made that difference ? Was it arbitrary law ?
No, but the scarcity of gold. It was the result of coni-

mercial law.a natural law, which rise* above legislative
enactments, and which will always control these matters
in defiance of legislation.
Gentlemen tell us Jhat while the standard of silver in

England remain* what it is now, we can purchase % pound
sterling of gold with about thirty-six cents less with
their standard than with ours. Suppose, then, you take
the value of a pound of gold, in silver of the United
States, and go to England and buy a pound sterling of
gold there, and you have thirty-six conts left. Well,
when you bring your pound of gold to the United States
will it not be measured by the standard of value here,
established by the commercial community ? Most un-

queetionably.- You see the thing corrects and regulates
itself. As soon as the trading community finds out that
you are buying up silver, in order to purchase gold in
England, where it can be had for two per cent, less than
here, what do the holders of silver do? You cannot get
their silver unless you pay them two per cent, premium
for it. Does not this matter then correct itself ? Such
is the practical operation of monetary afTairs every day.

' Will you, then, attempt to fix it by law. It is impossible
to do it. Let us take a case to illustrate. Suppose some
one of the Powers of Europe should pass a law exclud¬
ing gold as a currency altogether, and prohibiting itscir-
dilution, and making it a contraband article, and at the
s»me time making silver the exclusive currency. What

f would be the effect ? It would create a great demand for
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produce u tertaiu ainou.it; next ye*r they will produceperhaps double the quantity, and you aay yoa must pass
a law to regulate its value to silver, which ha* not as
rnpnlly increased. But any law you can paw wiU not do
it. buppose, for instance, your crop of corn la thia year
live millions of bushels, and your wheat two and a half
millions ; next year the crop of corn in seven and a half
millions of bushels, and the wheat crop still two and a
half millions as before ; the relative '.antity ia '.)¦<»
and to bring ttie standard of corn up to that of the wheat'
you change the bushel measure of the one to keep theW
latl\° 8ttt«dard the same. Now, how would the arrwige-
ment operate . \ on bring both the wheat and the corn
into market. The standard by which you measure the
wheat IS change!, and for the same money you do not get

j as much wheat as you did before. Ia not that so wad
are not the two cases precisely analogous? Moneyoon-
tiuns grains, and bushels contain inches. A bushel of
grain containing only one thousand square inchea would
not sell for as much as a bushel containing double the
number of inches.
Vou may reason and attempt to legislate upon this aub-

jject, and still the laws of trade and oowuneroe.*Ul
the whole matter. , Instead of «--..8injglhe standard of

.. "«'ver, 1 think tne best thing we could do would
be to strike these three-cent pieces out of existence and
to substitute three-cent pieces containing exactly the'pro
per quantity of alloy. Let your half dollar, quarter dol-
ur, dime, and half dune bear the same proportion of al
loy, and then you will have a firm and stable currency
which the people understand, and which, in the commer
wal world would be of a settled and uniform standard of
value. What its worth will be, and what it will pass for
is a matter to be settled by the commercial world, und no
legislation in the world can alter it.

I he time ahoted for the consideration of this subject
here expired, and on the following day

Mr. JOHNSON resumed his remarks as follews: When
the morning hour expired yesterday, I was proceeding to
discuss the bill now under consideration, which provides
for the issuance of a new description of coin, differing
from any that we have had heretofore.
The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. Skeltox) as¬

sumed that our present currency was defective, and that
as I was opposed to the proposition now before us, I was
bound to furnish another remedy. Now, sir, I do not ad¬
mit that proposition at all. If there is a defect in the
currency, and if something is necessary to be done that
does not prove that the remedy proposed is the right one;and if it is not the right one, why, we might just as well
let the currency remain as it is as to adopt something
which seems to be a remedy, but which really will only
increase the disease. The gentleman seems to think that
I am bound to offer a remedy. Well, that is only another
ev idence of the quackery of the times. If a person -oes
into a room where there is a sick mau, he may feel his
pulse, may look at his tongue, and examine all the
symptoms, and yet not understand the nature or charac¬
ter ot the disease. But is Le bound to administer a rem¬
edy without understanding the ease, because the man is
Jifteased I hope, at all events, that I may be kept out
Jf the hands of such doctors as that. It seems to me that
in such a ease the proper course would be for the physi-
:i!in to retire, an! say, "I do-not understand the case "

»nd leave the patient just as he found him. Well, in this
3<ise, as I h ive got no remedy, I prefer to act the part of
i prudent physician and to retire ; as I do not understand
the case 1 will not attempt to administer to the disease.

I<wt the gentleman says there is a disease, and that it
results from the great increase in the commodity of gold.
In that 1 think he is mistaken. I humbly conceive that
t ic gentleman does not understand the proposition as it
is. I assume here, and I defy successful refutation of it,
that the quantity of gold may be increased upon that of
silver without changing the relative commercial value of
the metals. W e the United States have about one hun¬
dred and seventy-five millions of paper in circulation.

thj'jl i fT 0I: ,C Sta,CS haJ Uie P°wcr t0 tlri*e

i rL\ r ?d ,
seven,3-iive millions of paper from

circulation and introduce one hundred and seventy-five
dr- l°il' °f M

t0 fiU tl,C vucuu,u created br Uie with¬
drawal of the paper circulating medium, I «ay that,
though you would increase the quantity of gold, the rela¬
tive commercial value of gold and silver would be the
same. Notwithstanding the relative quantities would be
changed, the relative commercial value would stand as it
a-.

" "I4' tfy contradiction of that proposition.The gentleman from New Jersey lias imagined a disease
when none exists He is doctoring and giving his mcdi-

;¦ ties to a man who is well. Now, if the man is well, I

Sm?n!V" ? J®1 Lun rcmain S0< »nd not to commence
administering to his case when he does not need medicine.

nl°JZu 001-i'" TCerni< the ch*»ging of ouretand-
arl of gold or silver has no more effect upon the gold and

,ne ;;i",f °.f ,t ,e Llyted States than a change in the
standard of weights and measures would have upon the
price °f our coyon or wheat. Let us take the case of

tt* au *"u»tration. A standard bushel of wheat
now contains two thousand one hundred and fifty cubic

1 x v fivn nC UTa y f°nS,id,T Mheftt Poo'l that weighs
a xtty-five pounds to the bushel. But, notwithstanding

.°Ur bUshe1' wl,en > ou take wheat to
Oreat Britain what do they do ? Are they regulated by
vour'whelu'i rC ^°' 8h': th^' «ive much for

nn»rf^ f!i re'l»'«ng eight bushels to the

S tmUh ^1.1 WLeigh ^eventy rounds a bushel.
Notwithstanding that you have established a standard of
measure here, you are regulated by the market where
you propose to send the article. Just so with your gold
r.U,l " Ter'

i h°" mH->i pUt four hundre'1 twelve grains
w o Intnl aD lW° hurl<lre,, fifty-eight grains
n a gold five-dollar piece, or change it in any way you
think proper, but you will still be regulated by the stand-
ard where you undertake to sell the article or to circu-
lute it.

But, sir, the groat error into which the introducers and
advocates of this bill have fallen ia thia: Thev say that
here is a demand for specie abroad ; that a premium is

pai'i fur it for the purpose of exportation, an<l that we
must <lo something to keep specie in the country ; an l in
attempting to imitate what Great Britain has done, so far
as hor silver currency is concerned, they have adopted
precisely the opposite meaus. How does the matter stand
in Great Britain, and why does this difference exist be¬
tween an ounce of silver and an ounce of gold in Great
Britain ? It will be remembered that silver is not a cur¬

rency there in the payment of debts over ten dollars, or

forty shillings. Oreat Britain says that silver shall be a

legal tender in the payment of debts under ten dollars,
hoU> to the Government and (o individual*, and the Govern¬
ment is bound to redeem it in gold, which always keeps
silver at par and in circulation. But what is the propo¬
sition here? Are gentlemen following the example of
Great Britain? No ; they have taken the converse of the
proposition, and undertake to do what Great Britain has
done by precisely opposite means. What do they propose
todo! They propose, first, to change thcatandard of
metal, to change the intrinsic value of the dollar, to
change the dollar in quantity. And then what nexfc-does
the bill propose? It proposes that silver shall be received
in the payment of dues to the Government, but not in the
payment of debts between individuals. How does that
operate ? Why, do you not see that you thereby make
one portion of your specie a mere commercial article,
while another portion of the specie in the community is a
legal tender?
The legal tender now between individuals contains more

silver than that which yon propose to make a lawful ten¬
der for the dues of the Government. Now, you propose
to depreciate this silver, and moke a currency of it for the
Government, but not a tender in payment of debts. Does
not every one sec that if you dcprcoiate this silver, no-

lK»dy is bound to receive it, except the Government, in
payment ot its dues?. And that if the Government col¬
lects its dues in this coin, the creditors of the Government
will not be obliged to receive it as a lawful tender? Do
not gentlemen see that in this manner the Government,
by collecting its dues in the new currency and paying its
debts in the old, will be shaved to the amouutof seven per
cent.? That will be the practical operation of this bill.

Mr. Lawrence, in his letter to Mr. Webster of Februa¬
ry 19th, 1861, gives what he thinks is the best plan for
regulating our currency ; and as an expedient, I am in¬
clined to the opinion that it is the most feasible one that
has been suggested. It is his opinion that the Govern¬
ment will have to adopt it. His suggestion is:
"If it should be thought wise to aholish the double stand-

ard, (and npon this point I have little doubt,) I should unr-

gest tho coinage of silver token* with ten or twelve per cant.
alloy, which shall be made a legal tender for any mm not «*.
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Mr. Duxuak. I deeirr correct the gentlem*" ift *
point of feet. As the b»l stands, it provides that this
ooiu shall be made f togal tender fvr anj umount l«se
than five dollars. fe oommittee, however, propose to
amend it, sad to me*16 it receivable airty in payment of
the publfe dues. If the House let»vo it as it ih in Sen¬
ate bill, this coin n"1 b® »ade a legal tttader for sums of
lees than five doll*"-

Mr. Johssw'- Well, Mr Speaker, ft involves tbis dif¬
ficulty: It sk#** that those wv., have taken this matter
ia Land dor »®t understand us «n whet tiny are uoting;

se among Uicmselves. How Joes the
.Lawrencc a»»umes to understand the

currency, and »*cou>mends one thing. M5.jmenie another plan, »ud be a* uum
queetlaa of currency. The Senate recotu-
& ooin shall be made a legal wider for *ni

amounyieas thanM dollars, and MeMI kill eentoiulajsuch ypruvision. That bill oop4 » the Rouse, and '*

Committee on Ways and Msr»* reeoansend a & "

cess. \ That is the posUi* i» which the mMH
bofore\ tho House and )*¦ ceuntry. The fcet that those

nne to uaderaMu the defeats n tha ourrenay of"
try cannot tfree upon the proper plan to remedy
enough ^convince those who da not pretend to

the s^ect that this bill ought not to pass,
.wrious and oouflioting remedies proposed

.irs of tho currency remind me ye*7 »noh of
the awkwa' l attitude of the young and uuskilfal winder
of the ks4K, Who bad put the ball under and over until it
resultedin a general derangement nud confusion.

[H»re the Vammer fell.]

OREGyON.
Mkssaub of Governor Gainks..Tlie Orcgonian of the

1st January contains the message of Gov. Gaines te the
Legislature of Oregon. After alluding to other local mat¬
ters, the Governor speaks of the products of the Terri¬
tory, and says that the wheat and other small grains have
become renowned not only for quality unsurpassed, but
for average quantity, produced by moderate labor. It
may truly be made to excel all other agricultural regions.
Among the staples for which Oregon is admirably

adapted are wool, hemp, and flax ; and no country in the
world is better adapted for raising the former, as sheep
do not require to be housed or fed at any time; flax and
hemp grow spontaneously in many parts of the country.
The Governor next alludes to the coal found at the

Cowlitz. lie says also that lead and minerals are found
in ubundance. Of gold he thus speaks :
" The gold mines near the southern boundary of the

Territory Hre being wrought to a considerable profit, and
gold in small quantities has been found on nearly all the
tributaries of the Columbia heading in the eastern slope
of the Cascade range of mountains. There is consider- -

able analogy between the talcose and allied rockB of the
Umpqua region and the gold-bearing rocks of California
and gold has been found on the South Umpqua, on the
South Fork of the Santiam, east of the meridian line, on

Calapooya creek, a tributary of the Willamette, and
several other streams heading in tho Cascade r»^ge 'C-f
mountains."

FROM CALIFORNIA.
We learn from our correspondent at San Francisco that

the Plains between Stockton and Fo/t Miller, at the head
wafers of the San Joaquin, are inundated. Rain had
fallen for several weeks incessantly, rendering the road9
impassable. An immense number of wagons from Stock-
ton^oadied with provisions for the inhabitants residing in
San^oaquin and Tulare counties are on the road, unable
to advance or recede, while many of the inhabitants of
those counties are represented to be in a famishing condi¬
tion. Numerous families of emigrants had arrived
through the Stockton Pass of the four creeks, Tulare
county, but owing to the state of the roads were unable
to proceed further. Their situation, in some instances, ia
represented to be deplorable. Out of provisions, and una¬
ble to transport their wagons over the swollen streams,
theywere under the necessity of sending to Major Patten,
the commander of Fort Miller, on the Sau Joaquin, some

fifty miles off, for provisions to keep their women and
children from perishing. The whole country is in a state
of anxiety, and should the rains continue a serious suffer¬
ing is apprehended. A whale boat had arrived at San
Francisco from Fort Miller for provisions. It is the first
boat that has ever passed down the San Joaquin from that
remote station..-Vir York Erpreer.
Thk Air-Link South tax Railroad Bill, which has

passed the New Jersey House, is strongly denounced by
the Trenton American. This line, which is to have its
termini on the Raritau and the Delaware, and is to avoid
both Philadelphia and Baltimore, is a project got up in
New York, with the ostensible view of monopolizing the
Southern trade and travel. It crosses Delaware and the
eastern counties of Maryland to Norfolk. The Legisla¬
ture of Virginia, on Saturday, passed a resolution request¬
ing the States of Maryland, Delaware, and New Jersey to
grant the right of way to this road; but, as it has Balti¬
more and the lower sections of Maryland against it in one
dtnte and Wilmiugton iu the other, it will probably re¬
ceive but small favor from the Legislature of either. The
project of running a road two or three hundred miles long
away from all the great centres of business, going in the
same direction, seems an odd movement. There is some
other design probably behind the project which occasions
the opposition in tho New Jersey Legislature, where, we
see by the proceedings of Wednesday, that the vote on the
bill has been reconsidered in the House..Ledger.

Daxgerous Sport..A few days since a race came off
between the two* trains of cars on the Jeffersonville and
Madison roads. The two railroads nre laid side and side
for ten or twelve miles, from Columbus to Tsylorsville ;
and the trains being very near together, the Madison train
in the lead, the passengers threw out banters for a race.
This was accepted by the Jeffersonville train, drawn by
the fine locomotive Clarke, artd away they went at real
"railroad speed," when the Clarke passed Mndison
"under way," like a streak, to the great delight of the
passengers on the train..Louitrille Courier.
The oldest man in New Kngland died at Nottingham,

New Hampshire, on the 2^1d of January lASt. His name
was Charles Willey. He was born in Nottingham on the
2'>th day of March, 174G, and would consequent'y hav<^
been one hundred and *eren years of nge next month. He
was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and has been a
pensioner. He hus been an active robust man, and until
recently has been an active laborer. He says he learned
to mow when ten years old, and used his scythe until he
was a hundred, and then left, as he thought ninety years
was long enough for any man to follow that business. He
has left a aon, Mr. Jonathan Willey, between seventy and
eighty years of nge, who is also a pensioner for services
in the war of 1812.
Halibut Fishkrv..The Gloucester fishermen are again

prosecuting the halibut fishery on George's Bank with re¬
newed vigor. There are now some seventy-five sail of
vessels in the fleet. Notwithstanding tjie great lo'S of
life and property most every season experienced by our
Gloucester friends in this business, they sconi never to
give up the ship ; and we regret to learn that at this time
fears are entertained for the safety of two vessels.the
Franklin Pierce and Racer. These vessels left the port
of Gloucester some three weeks ago, and have not been
heard from. Both were new schooners, and together had
about twenty men on Hoard..Boston Traveller.

A despatch from Chicago, dated Thursday, states that
on Wednesday night the United States hotel in that city
took fire and was totally destroyed, with several adjoin¬
ing buildings. Twelve horses perished in the flames.
The loss is over $26,000.
Excitkmext at Mobile..Great excitement prevails in

Mobile among real estate holders. Much of the valuable
property in that city is derived from the title of a firm
residing there many years ago.Messrs. Panton, Leslie
A Co..which is alleged to be defective. Two hundred
ejectment suits have already been brought. Recent ac¬
counts represent that there is a fearful state of excite¬
ment among those interested. Property to a large amount
is involved.'

Terrible Accident..The Steam Saw Mill «t Smith-
field, (N. C.) owned by W. 8. Ballenoeb. Esq., was torn
into atoms on Tuesday last, about 12 o'clock, by the ex¬

plosion of the boiler of an engine. Mr. W. W. Perk insow,
the sawyer, and Willis Ballrnoer, a son of the owner of
the mill, were immediately killed; two negro men woro

seriously hurt; and some children who were playing
near were badly scalded. Parts of the boiler, one piece
weighing about 400. pounds, were thrown upwards of

sixty feet. The explosion was probably produced by a

deficiency of water in the boiler.


